
Equine Safety: Why Rust-Free 
Equipment Matters in the Barn 

 

Managing a horse farm or livestock operation is a 24/7 job where the 
safety of the animals is paramount. We worry about colic, footing, and 
feed quality, but we often overlook the infrastructure until it fails. 
Steel corral panels, stall fronts, and wash bay tie-downs are subjected 
to a brutal environment. The ammonia from urine is highly corrosive, 
and the physical force of a 1,200-pound animal rubbing against a 
fence puts every weld to the test. 

When paint starts to flake off stall bars, it becomes a health hazard. 
Horses are bored grazers; they will chew on fences. If they ingest chips 
of lead-based paint or sharp flakes of rust, it can lead to serious 
veterinary issues. Furthermore, a rusted weld can snap under 
pressure, leading to catastrophic injuries. Keeping metal equipment 
clean and sealed is a critical part of herd management. 

 

The Ammonia Challenge 

Barns are humid, chemical environments. The ammonia fumes 
generated in stalls are aggressive oxidizers. They attack the metal of 
the stall fronts, especially at the bottom where the bedding sits. 
Standard enamel paint usually peels within a year in this setting, 
trapping moisture behind it and accelerating the rot. 

To fix this, you need to strip the metal completely. Sandblasting 
Experts in New Jersey can take your removable stall doors and 
aisle guards down to bare metal. This is the only way to remove the 
deep pitting caused by ammonia corrosion. It exposes the raw steel so 
that you can inspect the integrity of the bars. Often, we find that the 
bottom channel is rusted through and needs welding repairs—
something you would never see if you just painted over the rust. 

Toxicity and Chewing Hazards 

Old farm equipment is notorious for having layers of lead paint. If you 
have vintage cast iron feeders or older gates, they likely contain toxins. 
When a horse cribs (bites) on these surfaces, they are ingesting 
poison. 
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Abrasive blasting is the safest way to abate this risk. By sending the 
equipment to a professional facility, the hazardous paint is removed in 
a contained environment. The metal is returned to you clean and 
ready for a non-toxic, livestock-safe finish. Powder coating is an ideal 
choice here because it is chemically inert once cured. It doesn't chip 
into sharp flakes like liquid paint, making it much safer for animals 
that tend to mouth their surroundings. 

Durability of Wash Bay Booms 

The wash bay is the wettest place in the barn. Wash booms and cross-
tie posts are constantly soaked with water and shampoos. Rust stains 
in a wash bay look unprofessional to boarding clients and can stain a 
grey horse's coat. 

Refinishing these items requires a marine-grade approach. After 
sandblasting, a zinc-rich primer is essential before the topcoat. This 
provides galvanic protection similar to what is used on boat trailers. It 
ensures that even if the coating gets scratched by a halter snap, the 
rust won't spread. A clean, bright wash bay inspires confidence in your 
clients and keeps the facility looking top-tier. 

Matching Farm Colors 

Branding matters in the equestrian world. High-end farms often have 
a specific color scheme—Hunter Green, Navy Blue, or Burgundy. 
Mismatched gates and panels make a farm look disorganized. 

Restoration allows you to unify your equipment. You can buy used 
round pen panels or mismatched gates at auction for a discount and 
then have them all blasted and powder coated to match your farm's 
colors. This creates a cohesive, professional look across the entire 
property, increasing the perceived value of your boarding or training 
services. 

Conclusion 

Your infrastructure protects your animals. By investing in the 
restoration of your stalls, gates, and feeders, you are removing hazards 
and extending the life of your equipment. It is a proactive 
management strategy that keeps your horses safe and your farm 
looking its best. 

Call to Action 

Protect your herd and your investment. Partner with blasting 
specialists to remove rust and toxic paint from your barn equipment. 

Visit: https://rustylions.com/sandblasting/ 
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